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PRESS RELEASE: for immediate use 

Sean Hanson appointed CEO of Local 

Partnerships  
 
Sean Hanson joins Local Partnerships as Chief Executive on 9 May 2016. He takes the helm 
following the recent retirement of Judith Armitt. Local Partnerships is jointly owned by HM Treasury 
and the Local Government Association, and works with local authorities and other public service 
providers across England and Wales. Our aim is to strengthen the public sector to deliver more 
effectively, achieve more swiftly, and give value for money to the taxpayer and public service 
customer.  
 
Sean has spent over 27 years working for, and with, UK public sector organisations. The first half of 
Sean’s career was spent in local government including LB Camden and Fareham BC. More 
recently, Sean has worked in the private sector focusing on strategic partnerships and business 
development. 
 
Sir David Wootton, Local Partnerships’ Chairman, said: “Sean brings commercial expertise coupled 
with a strong public sector ethos to Local Partnerships.  Our team of experts works solely for the 
benefit of the public sector. Local Partnerships’ joint ownership by HM Treasury and the Local 
Government Association makes it an unusual business and very interesting place to work. Sean 
joins us at an important time for local government and I am delighted to welcome him.”  
 
Sean joins Local Partnerships from Serco where he spent five years in roles with increasing 
complexity and scope. For the last two years, Sean has been Managing Director of Serco Citizen 
Services, where his responsibilities included large partnerships with Councils such as Glasgow, 
Peterborough, and Hertfordshire County Council.  
 
Sean said: “Leading the team at Local Partnerships will be a fantastic new challenge. I first became 
aware of their professional support and advice when they carried out a peer review at Milton Keynes 
around 10 years ago. My primary focus as Chief Executive will be to gain an in-depth understanding 
of our clients’ needs. Working with both national and local government, Local Partnerships offers a 
unique insight into current best practice and market intelligence that improves clients’ chances of 
success.”  

 
Alongside his experience of central and local government, Sean brings a wealth of knowledge 
across the health sector, the Devolved Administrations and also non-departmental public sector 
organisations. He holds IRRV (Hons) and CIPFA qualifications.   
 
Originally from Northern Ireland, Sean has lived in and around London since 1983. He lives in rural 
North Bedfordshire with his wife and youngest daughter and is a Governor of Sharnbrook Upper 
School.  
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Notes to editors 
 
For further information, please contact  
Caroline Hampden-White  
Head of Communications  
020 7187 7377 or 07921 604 230  
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